Allaah says: 

"O you who believe! Take not as supporters those outside your Religion, 
since they will not fail to do their best in corrupting you. They desire to harm 
you severely. Hatred has already appeared from their mouths, but what their 
breasts conceal is far worse. Indeed, We have made the signs clear for you, if 
you truly understand." [Surah Aali Tmraan: 118] 

Al-Qurtubee said in his commentary of this ayah: 

"There are six issues mentioned in this ayah. The first: Allaah institutes the 
forbiddance of relying on the disbelievers for support. The Second: Allaah 
has forbidden the believers, with this ayah, from taking the disbelievers, the 
Jews and the people that follow vain desires, as trusted companions and 
friends, forgetting themselves in trying to support their views and resting 
their affair's upon them in hope of support. 

It is said: 'Anyone that is in opposition to your views and your Religion, then 
you should not converse with him/ 

A poet said: 

'Of an individual, do not ask, but rather ask about his close friend. 
For every close friend takes example from he whom he befriends/ 

And in Sunan Abu Dawood on the authority of Abu Hurairah RAA, the 
Prophet (sallallaahu alayhi wasallam) said: 'An individual is upon the 
Religion of his friend. So let each one of you look carefully at whom he 
befriends.'..." (Al-Qurtubee, Tafseer 4/178-179) 


Allaah says: 

"Thereupon Musa vowed: 'My Lord, because of the favour that You have 
done me I shall never support the guilty'." (al-Qasas 28/17) 

This pledge of the Prophet Musa (as) is in very comprehensive words. What 
he meant by this was that he would neither become a helper of an individual 
nor of those who perpetrated cruelty and tyranny in the world. Ibn Jarir and 
several other commentators have rightly understood this to mean that on that 
very day the Prophet Musa pledged to sever his relations with Pharaoh and 
his government, for it was a tyrannical government, which had set up a 
wicked system on Allah's earth. He realized that it was not for any honest 
person to continue as a functionary of a tyrannical kingdom and become an 
instrument of increasing its power and grandeur. 


The Muslim scholars in general have deduced from this pledge of the 
Prophet Musa (as) that a believer should completely refrain from helping a 
tyrant, whether the tyrant is an individual, or a group, or a government or 
kingdom. 

Somebody asked Ata bin Abi Rabah the well-known follower of the 
Companions, "My brother is secretary to the governor of Kufah, under the 
Umayyids. Though he does not decide the disputes of the people, the 
decisions, however, ate issued through his pen. He has to continue in this 
service because this is his only source of income." Ata recited this verse, and 
said, "Your brother should throw away his pen: the Providence is Allah." 

Another secretary asked Amir Shabi, "O Abu Amr, I am only responsible for 
writing down and issuing the judgements: I have nothing to do with passing 
them. Is it lawful provision for me?" He replied, "It is just possible that a 
sentence of murder is passed against an innocent person and it is issued 
under your pen; or a person's property is confiscated unjustly; or somebody's 
house is ordered to be pulled down, and the orders are issued under your 
pen." Then the said Imam recited this verse, hearing which the secretary said, 
"After this day my pen will not be used for issuing judgements of the 
Umayyids." The Imam said, "Then Allah also will not deprive you of your 
daily bread." 

Abdurrahman bin Muslim had only asked Dahhak to go to Bukhara and 
distribute the salaries of the officials there, but he declined even this. When 
his friends said there was nothing wrong in it, he replied, "I do not want to be 
a helper of the unjust in any way." (Ruh al-Maani 20/49) 

All of Abu Hanifah's authentic biographers including Al-Muwaffaq al-Makki, 
Ibn al-Bazzaz al-Karwari, Mulla Ali al-Qari, etc., have related that Hasan bin 
Qahtubah, the commander-in-chief of Mansur, had tendered his resignation 
only on his instruction, saying, "Whatever I have done to support your 
kingdom until today, is enough for me if it was in the cause of Allah, but if it 
was for injustice and tyranny, then I do not want to add to my crimes in my 
conduct-book." 


Jaabir Ibn 'Abdillaah said that Allaah's Messenger ( sallallaahu ' alayhi wa 
sallam ) said to Ka'b Ibn 'Ujrah , "O Ka'b Ibn 'Ujrah, I seek Allaah's 
protection for you from the leadership of fools. There shall be rulers, whoever 
enters upon them, then aids them in their oppression and validates their lies, 
then he is not from me nor I from him, and he shall not be admitted to the 
Hawd. Whoever does not enter upon them, and does not aid them in their 
oppression, nor validates their lies, then he is from me and I from him, and he 
shall be admitted to the Hawd." (Ahmad, al-Bazzaar, Ibn Hibbaan; Similar 
narrations are reported from an-Nu'man Ibn Basheer, 'Abdillaah Ibn 


Khabbaab (from his father), Abee Sa'eed al-Khudree and Ka'b Ibn / Ujrah ; 
at-Targheeb wat-Tarheeb) 


When Ahmad bin Hanbal was imprisoned, one of the prison guards came to 
him and asked him: 

"O Abu 'Abdillah! The hadith that is narrated regarding the oppressors and 
those that aid them - is it authentic?" 

He said: "Yes." 

The prison guard then said: "So, I am considered to be an aide of the 
oppressors?" 

Ahmad replied: "No. The aides of the oppressors are those that comb your 
hair, wash your clothes, prepare your meals, and buy and sell from you. As 
for you, you are one of the oppressors themselves." ['Manaqib al-Imam 
Ahmad' by Ibn al-Jawzi; p. 397] 

Ibn Taimiyyah said, directing his speech to those people that believe that 
Allaah and His creation are one reality of existence (wahdat-ul-wujood) and 
their leaders (from the Sufis), such as Ibn Sab'een, Ibn Al-Faarid and Ibn 
Jamweeh: 

"As for those who don't agree with them (i.e. the Sufis), a majority of them 
find no objection to their (Sufi) statements. Or they say: 'We do not 
understand this.' Or they say: 'On the outward this is disbelief, however it 
has some hidden and mystical meaning, which only those who utter it, 
possess knowledge of/ 

From these types of people are those who work with and support them 
(Sufis) against the believers that fight against the beliefs that Allaah is 
incarnate within His creation (hulool) and that Creator and creation are both 
mixed into one single existence (Ittihaad). These types of individuals are 
worse than those who assist the Christians against the Muslims, for indeed, 
the views of these innovators are worse than those of the Christians. Rather, 
they are even worse than those who aid the polytheists against the Muslims, 
for indeed what the polytheists said: 'We do not worship them (idols) except 
so that they may draw us closer to Allaah' [Surat-uz-Zumar: 3] is better than 
what they say. Indeed, these polytheists asserted a Creator and a creation 
apart from Him, by which they sought to draw closer to Him (through it), 
whereas these innovators (Sufis) have replaced the existence of Allaah with 
the existence of the creation! 

So when the affliction of these well-known heretics occurred, there came to 
pass what came to pass from the state of affairs. And Allaah aided Islaam 


against them. We searched for their shaikhs so that we may renounce them. 
So once there came one who was from among their shaikhs and he was very 
willing to display to us all that he had the ability to say to us, so that he can 
be saved from receiving any punishment. So we said to him: 'Is Allaah the 
most knowledgeable or someone else?' He responded: 'It is neither Allaah nor 
anyone other than Him.' According to him, this was the type of statement 
that could not be challenged by anyone. Had he known that we would 
forsake him (because of it), he would not have said that to us. And he was 
from among the leading figures of their shaikhs and scholars, and he had 
many followers and mureeds. He and his companions possessed authority, 
land, reputation, good use of the language and eloquent forms of speech. 
This was such that those who held positions of authority and judging, the 
shaikhs and the common people entered with them in the acceptance of their 
beliefs. And their acceptance was a cause for the degradation of Islaam and 
its path to go on to become worse than the religion of the Christians and the 
polytheists. 

And if it were not for Allaah's bestowal of His mercy by aiding Islaam, 
clarifying the evil of their views, establishing the proof against them and 
uncovering the realities of their ideologies from the veil which contained 
disbelief and denial within it, no one would have understood it, except for 
few exclusive members from Allaah's servants." (Dar' Ta'aarud-un-Naql 
wal-'Aql 6/171-173) 


